Unprecedented Collaboration Helps Lost Pets Reunite with Owners

AAHA unveils new microchip look-up tool

DENVER—Combined with a collar and current name tagyicrochip increases the likelihood of a lostipehg
safely reunited with its owner. However, even véatmicrochip scanner, identifying the correct pebxery registry
to contact can be challenging.

To alleviate the guesswork for veterinary hospjtafémal control facilities and shelter staff memsh¢heAmerican
Animal Hospital AssociatiofAAHA) has created the AAHA Universal Pet Microphiookup Tooal, a free,
internet-based resource that assists with micradeiptification; helping reunite pets and ownersbgcking
participating pet recovery services’ registriesiétermine which registry should be contacted. TA&IA Universal
Pet Microchip Lookup Tool can be accessed onlinenat.petmicrochiplookup.org.

“It is in the best interest of everyone in companamimal welfare to reunite lost pets with theimans,” said Janice
Trumpeter, DVM, AAHA Deputy Executive Director. “Wapplaud the unprecedented collaboration by the
participating microchipping and pet recovery comipanhat allowed this resource to become reality.”

The Association has been working with microchippamgl pet recovery industry leaders for the past geahe
development of this new tool. The participating pamies includ&KC CAR, HomeAgain Petlink by Datamars
andresQ by Bayer

The AAHA Universal Pet Microchip Lookup Tool worky checking the databases of participating petvergo
services to determine which has registration infitfam available for a microchip. Once a microclueritification
number is entered into the tool, within secondsteof all the registries with microchip registiatiinformation
available along with the registries’ contact infetion will appear in chronological order; the régisvith the most
recent update appears first. If the microchip radoeen registered with any participating pet recgservice, the
result returned will default to the microchip’s nudacturer or distributor. While the tool will naturn the pet
owner information contained in the registries’ datses, it will identify which registries should dntacted when a
lost pet is scanned and a microchip is found.

Since the tool is a work in progress, AAHA will gemntinued collaboration from microchip comparasswvell as
implement feedback derived from veterinary hospjtahimal control facilities and shelter staff mensb

“The American Veterinary Medical AssociatigdVMA) absolutely supports the linking of companianimal
microchip data bases,” said Larry R. Corry, DVM, ¥ President. “As veterinarians, we see the heaatiof
families posting ‘LOST PET’ signs in our clinicshif new tool has the potential to create a happingrby
quickly reuniting pets and their owners.”

The tool has been unanimously endorsed by the t@wafor Reuniting Pets and Families. Members efdbalition
include: AAHA, American Humane AssociatigdHA), American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty toifals
(ASPCA),American Society of Veterinary Medical AssociatiBrecutive§ASVMAE), AVMA, Humane Society
of the United StateHSUS),National Federation of Humane Societis§-HS), and th&ociety of Animal Welfare
Administrators(SAWA).

AAHA and the Coalition for Reuniting Pets and Faesilencourage all veterinary practices, sheltedsaammal
control facilities to bookmariwww.petmi crochiplookup.org, and use it every time a lost pet is scanned.

For more information about the AAHA Universal Peichchip Lookup Tool, please visit
www. petmi crochiplookup.org or contact Jason Merrihew, AAHA communicationsrcmator at 720/963-4479 or
jason.merrihew@aahanet.org.




About AAHA

Established in 1933, the American Animal Hospitatdciation is the only organization that accrediterinary
practices throughout the U.S. and Canada for didiicto high standards of veterinary care. Appradiety 3,000
AAHA-accredited practices pass regular evaluattmesed on AAHA's stringent accreditation standah@s cover

patient care, client service and medical protodéts.pet care information or referral to an AAHAeeedited
practice, visitmwwv.healthypet.com.



